
In City Council Chambers on Tuesday, February 8, Council Member Oliver Pennington introduced
George Brock, the President of the Paul Carrington Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution
(“SAR”), who presented a special award for valor and bravery to HPD Senior Officer Jose Fal-
con. On hand were Captain David J. Williams, Divisional Commander of the Midwest Patrol Station,
Sam Massy, President-Elect of SAR, Tom Wilson, Vice-President of SAR, and Mark W. Worthen,

Treasurer of SAR.

“The brave and heroic actions of Senior Officer Jose Falcon remind all of us of the sacrifices made
daily by our men and women in blue,” Council Member Pennington said. “I am grateful for police

officers like Officer Falcon who are willing to place themselves in harm’s way to keep us all safe.”

District G Honors HPD Senior Officer Jose Falcon
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Increased Penalties for Accessible ParkingAbuse

On February 2, City Council approved an
ordinance revising Section 26-10 of the
Houston Code of Ordinances to reflect a
revision to Texas Transportation Code
Section 681.011(g) occurring during the
last legislative session. As amended, the
punishment for the unauthorized use of a
parking space designated for the exclusive
use of vehicles transporting persons with
disabilities shall be not less than $500.00 or
more than $750.00. Prior Houston ordi-
nances limited the penalty to $205.00.

Two other changes were also made affect-
ing parking. The time period in which any
parking citation must be paid or contested
without incurring an additional fine has
been shortened from 45 to 30 days. The
other change is that a person charged with
a parking, stopping, or standing offence
may, within seven days of the issuance of
the citation, contest the citation online in
accordance with procedures to be estab-
lished by the Director of the Municipal
Courts Department.


